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many questions about the phenomena of nature, such
as, ‘‘ whence arose the Eclipse of the moon?’’ When
I told him that it was caused by the interposition of
the earth between it and the Sun, he replied that he
could hardly believe that, ‘‘ Because,’’ said he, ‘‘if
this darkening of the moon were caused by the pas-
sage of the earth between it and the Sun, since
[2501.e., 246] this passage often occurs, one would see
the moon [often] Eclipsed, which does not happen.”
I represented to him that, the Sky being so large as
it is, and the earth being so small, this interposition
did not happen as frequently as he imagined; upon
seeing it represented by moving a candle around a
ball, he was very well satisfied. He asked me how
it was that the Sky appeared to be sometimes red,
sometimes another color. I replied that the light,
passing into the vapors or clouds, caused this diver-
sity of color according to the different qualities of
the clouds in which it happened to be, and there-
upon I showed him a prism. *‘Thou dost not see,”’
I said to him, ‘“ any color in this glass; place it be-
fore thine eyes, and thou wilt see it full of beautiful
colors which will come from the light.” Having
held it up to his eyes and seeing a great variety of
colors, he exclaimed, ‘‘ You are Manitous, you French-
men; you know the Sky and the earth.”

On the 26th of February the Savages, who were
encamped only a quarter of a league from us, drew
very near Kebec. One of their sorcerers had seen seven
fires in his sleep, which were so many Hiroquois cab-
ins; they were already this side of the three Rivers,
in his opinion. Fear had taken so powerful a hold
upon them [251 i.e., 247] that they encamped within
a stone’s throw of our house, asking me why we did



